
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

Characteristics of Modern Mass 
Design: 
 

• Color blocking 
• Massing or grouping of one type 

of plant material 
• Closed silhouette 
• Minimum of transitional material 
• Whole fruit or vegetables may 

be included 
• Bold form should be dominant 
• A branch or other linear 

component may be added to 
create a line to the massed area 
of the design 

• Dramatic in appearance 
• Restricted number of different 

types of plant material used 
• Balance is generally 

asymmetrical 
• Rhythm is established by a flow 

of lines or repetition of forms 
• Plant material may be 

manipulated 
•  Strong textural contrast should 

be apparent 
• Elements of design to consider 

are color, texture, pattern, form 
and line 

• Design may be horizontal, 
vertical or diagonal  

• Container is an integral part of 
design; plant material and 
container should be well 
integrated 

Modern Mass Design: Groups of limited varieties of plant material 
with emphasis on bold design, blocks of color, contrasting forms and 
textures. French and Italian schools of design were influenced by 
innovative trends in ikebana to mass plant material in original ways 
followed by Italian designers refining the style into Italian Modern 
Mass. Today we refer to it as Modern Mass or a Sculpted Mass and it 
is considered a contemporary design style. 
	
  

 
Laura Haley 2021 


